
Autumn is approaching.  Blazing colour from our hardwood deciduous forests mingle with the 
scent of roasting turkey.  We live in one of the rarest regions on earth, The Carolinian Life Zone 
which hosts 70 tree species, and even rarer,  The Oak Savanna Forest.  Our Old Ausable Channel 
Watershed is home to 24 species of trees alone.
This newsletter serves to educate landowners about the plants and animals with whom we share 
this precious place.  We extend to you a warm invitation to attend our Habitat Stewardship 
events to add to your knowledge about our natural heritage.

The spring edition of Branching Out focussed on native  ground cover plants, the summer 
edition, on the understory and forest edge.  This  fall edition focusses on the canopy.

Branching Out                  FaLL  2013

The Living Canopy
• releases  large volumes of oxygen  and water vapour 

into the atmosphere each year

• absorbs carbon dioxide, filters out pollutants

• leaf fall creates slow release natural fertilizer for forest 
plants

• moderates temperatures year round

• creates large volumes of nuts and seeds as food for 
mammals and birds; roots feed insects in winter

            (oaks must be 20 years old before producing acorns)

• provides habitat for many species of birds and insects

• adds financial value to wooded proprties due to rarity 
of Oak Savanna vegetation in a disappearing 
landscape

Human Threats to trees include: planting  invasive species,  paving driveways over root systems, 
unsustainable forestry practices, herbicides, removal of natural ground covers, damage to bark. The time 
lag between our actions and visible decline in the tree may be great.  Prevention of damage is key.

Coming Events
Saturday  Oct 26  1:30 The Nature Conservancy  “Saving the Dunes”- HWCA Clubhouse, upper lounge



Snags- are dead or dying tress that are still upright.  
~useful to wildlife as sources of insects, which feed on the dying 
tree.
~provide cavities in the trunk for nesting sites and providing 
shelter from predators. 
Landowners of woodlots are encouraged to leave several snags on 
their properties to maintain this valuable wildlife habitat.

Nurse Logs-decaying logs lying on the forest floor
~retain moisture and nutrients that aid in new plant growth, growth of 
fungi

~ support wildlife such as earthworms, and beetles, as well as providing 
nesting sites for species-at-risk like the Five Lined Skink.

~provide soft wood tissue as an ideal substrate for many young trees 
during their initial growth and development.

~store energy and fix nitrogen. 

~ lessen soil erosion and prevent animals such as deer from over-
browsing plant seedlings

Trees continue to support life in the forest even 
after they are no longer living
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