
The Care and Feeding of  Septic Systems...what can possibly go wrong?

How The System Works

Septic tanks receive everything that goes down the drain, so solid materials that do not break down are 
best disposed of in garbage or recycling. In the initial tank, solids sink to the bottom and lighter 
materials like oils float to the top.
Anaerobic bacteria in the second section of the tank begin to break down the waste, while finer 
particles sink to the bottom.   Then partially treated liquid flows to the leaching bed where it is 
dispersed into the soil.  Soil filters the wastewater, removing pollutants and pathogens.

Maintenance

Proper maintenance is critical for protection of ground water, and surface water resources.  A failed 
system can be hazardous to your health and the environment, reduce your property value and be 
expensive to repair or replace.  Since tree roots can invade septic systems, in Huron Woods, the 
recommended schedule for pumping and inspection is every three years.  Tree roots can impede the 
flow of effluent out of the tank resulting in backup into living spaces in your home.  The backup can 
occur without warning and the resulting damage to your home can be devastating.  So being proactive 
about regular inspection is prudent.  Tree roots can also crack tanks resulting in costly repairs and 
seepage of untreated wastewater into the soil and the ground water.  Our Old Ausable Channel's main 
source of water is groundwater.  Fertilizer, either chemical or from effluent causes over growth of 
plants and, eventual diminishing of oxygen levels in the water, contributing to fish kill.
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When properly designed, constructed and maintained, a septic system should provide long term 
effective treatment of your household wastewater.  Well maintained tanks can last up to forty years or 
more.  Good care of your system will save time, money, the environment and your health.

DO

-put cooking oils and food waste down the 
drain

-enter a tank or peer into it as gases and 
lack of oxygen can be fatal

-use a garburator unless your system has 
been designed for it

-flush sanitary products, pharmaceuticals, 
cigarettes, hazardous chemicals etc.

-dig without knowing the location of your 
drainage bed and tanks

-pave over the drainage bed

-connect rain gutters to the septic system

-drain hot tub and spa water to the system

-plant trees or shrubs too close to the 
drainage system

-drive or park over the septic tank and 
leaching bed

DON'T

-familiarize yourself with the location of your 
septic tank and leaching bed

-keep a diagram of your home and system locations
on your lot for reference

-keep the tank access lid secured to the riser at all 
times

-have your tank inspected for sludge, scum buildup 
and tree roots every three years and cleaned out if 
needed

-avoid overloading the system by spacing laundry 
loads throughout the week, replacing leaky fixtures 
and inefficient toilets

-consider having the system pumped before 
extended visits by larger groups of  friends or 
family to your home

-keep track of the date of the previous inspection 
and use regular scheduling services if provided by 
your sanitation provider

-have the tank pumped in warm weather as 
sanitation companies charge extra for servicing due 
to lack of dumping locations in winter


