
Branching Out               Spring 2025 

Huron Woods and the Important Bird Area (IBA) 
Did you know? 

There are over 13,000 Important Bird Areas worldwide and Huron Woods 
is located in one of them called Port Franks Forested Dunes. 
(www.ibacanada.org) You will recognize the signs throughout our 
neighbourhood.

What is an IBA? 

The Important Bird Areas of Canada Program is a global initiative to 
conserve birds and their habitat.  IBAs provide critical breeding, feeding, 
resting and overwintering sites for a concentration of bird species. By 
2001, about 600 IBAs were identified across Canada.  

Terry Crabe, a former Huron Woods resident, completed much of the research and surveying required 
for the designation. For 25 years Terry was a Resource Management Specialist and Park Naturalist at 
The Pinery. 

In 1985, BirdLife International formed a list of IBAs in Europe.  In 1996, the Canadian IBA Program 
launched with parallel programs in the United States, Mexico and 17 countries in Central and South 
America. IBAs are identified using criteria that are internationally agreed upon, standardized, and 
science-based. This results in collaboration and worldwide efforts in the conservation of the world’s 
birds. IBA partners: Birdlife International, Bird Studies Canada, Canadian Nature Federation, Federation 
of Ontario Naturalists.  

Currently, IBAs are transitioning to Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs). For context, the KBA 
(www.kbacanada.org) process was developed by the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) Taskforce for Biodiversity and Protected Areas.  KBA designation does not provide any 
protections. Identifying a site as a KBA does not change access/ownership of land or prescribe land-use 
or regulatory management recommendations. KBA sites are often already known to communities and 
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experts, but by applying a global set of criteria, the sites will receive international recognition as places 
that are especially important for sustaining species and ecosystems.  

Why is this important to Huron Woods and what we stand to lose? 

• Because of our location, we can make a real difference 

• Globally, one in eight bird species is threatened with extinction and even common species are in 
decline. 

• Loss of 3 billion birds in North America in the last 50 years. Rosenberg KV et al, Decline of the 
North American Avifauna. Science. 366, 120-124 (2019).  

The Geography of Port Franks Forested Dunes 

• Lake Huron sand dunes, 
the largest in Ontario, 
were created by the 
depositing action of 
waves of and winds 
over 6000 years.   

• Undulating topography.  
Mix of upland and 
wetland communities 
support a diverse 
concentration of rare, 
provincially and 
nationally threatened 
vegetation, flora and fauna.  

• Bakowsky, WD. 1990, Crabe, T. 1983 extensively studied and documented the area.  

• Only 0.03 percent of the oak savanna ecosystem of North America remains and about half of it 
is within the Port Franks Forested Dunes IBA. 

• This IBA includes a rare Great Lakes basin ecosystem that is considered to be Globally Imperiled.  
Bakowsky, WD 1995  
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Species Richness 

“In southern Ontario we are living among the fragments of one of the rarest ecosystems remaining 
in eastern North America.” Skevington J. Insects of North Lambton 2001.  Few forests remain in 
southwestern Ontario that support the biodiversity that surrounds us: 

• 850 species of plants including 30 species of rare plants

• 320 species of birds with 124 breeding

• 1000s of Tundra Swan migration path

• 60 species of butterflies

• 32 species of mammals

• 29 species of reptiles and amphibians

• 70 species of rare insects

We have been in Huron Woods enjoying birds, butterflies and other insects since the early 90s.  Our 
children have unforgettable memories of the trees orange with monarchs in the fall. With the help of 
the Merlin app, our family has identified an interesting mix of warblers, common and rare birds.  A few 

are: 

Scarlet Tanager, Red-headed Woodpecker, Cedar 
Waxwing, Pine Warbler, Black-throated Green 
Warbler, Red-shouldered Hawk, Ovenbird, Tufted 
Titmouse, Nashville Warbler, Baltimore Oriole, Bay-
breasted Warbler, Wood Thrush, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, Eastern Bluebird, Eastern Towhee, Green-
winged Teal, Great Crested Flycatcher, Whippoorwill, 
SandhillCranes, Pileated Woodpecker, Purple Finch, 
Wild Turkey, Eastern Phoebe, Brown Creeper, Belted 
Kingfisher…..truly too many to list. 

Photo © Bev Jasevicius 

Guidelines for living in a bird-friendly environment.  How can we help? 

• Refrain from using pesticides and herbicides.

• Native plants, shrubs and trees provide food, shelter and nesting opportunities for birds.  Lawns
do not.
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• Free roaming cats are major predators of birds. 

• Voluntarily darkening the night sky for birds, especially during migration has gained traction 
since the first “Lights Out” efforts began in Chicago 1995 and Toronto 1997.  Birds migrate at 
night using the stars and moonlight as navigation.  Turning off our unnecessary exterior lights 
helps reduce bird mortality. 

• Many of our properties have invasive plants such as periwinkle, english ivy and garlic mustard.  
These aggressive plants choke out native plants. Removal is a challenging but worthwhile task.  
Let’s raise awareness and have a conversation towards a solution.   

• Plant trees and plants that are native to the area. 

• Where safe, leave dead trees standing.  Leaving fallen leaves, trees and branches on the ground 
is beneficial habitat. 

• We have all heard that thud.  Learn about easy window crash prevention methods. https://
flap.org 

Websites: 

• ibacanada.org 

• kbacanada.org 

• Pinerypark.on.ca 

• https://flap.org 

Apps 

• Merlin – instantly identifies bird song – a must! 

• eBird 

• iNaturalist, Seek, PlantNet 

Books by Doug Tallamy and Others: 

• Nature’s Best Hope by Doug Tallamy 

• How Can I Help? by Doug Tallamy 

• The Nature of Oaks by Doug Tallamy 

• A Garden for the Rusty-Patched Bumblebee by Lorraine Johnson 

• 100 Easy-to-Grow Native Plants by Lorraine Johnson 

• The Gardener’s Guide to Native Plants of the Southern Great Lakes Region by Rick Gray
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